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Ms. Donna R. Searcy
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N. W., Room 222 ./
Washington, D. C. 20554

I

Re: PP Docket No. 93-21 /
Sports MigratIon Inquiry

Dear Ms. Searcy:

Transmitted on behalf of The Southwest Conference are an original and
nine copies of the its Comments in the above-referenced proceeding. We would
appreciate your assistance in distributing a personal copy of The Southwest
Conference's Comments to each Commissioner.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Very truly yours,

Fred Jacob
Commissioner
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COMMENTS OF THE SOUTHWEST CONFERENCE

The Southwest Conference ("SWe") sUbmits these comments

in response to the Commission's Notice of Inguiry ("Notice") in

this proceeding. The SWC has continued to expand the sports pro-

gramming available to television viewers by supplementing over-

the-air broadcasts with cable carriage of additional sporting

events. Thus, the SWc's relationship with Home sports Entertain-

ment ("HSE tI
), a regional cable sports programming service, has

not decreased eXisting broadcast coverage of SWC football and

men's basketball games, but has expanded coverage to include

additional games and other sports, particularly women's sports,

for which broadcasters have shown little or no interest.

The Notice states that the Commission intends to

focus on professional sports and college football and basketball.



Notice at f5. It also seeks information about cable carriage

of sports "programming that otherwise would not have been trans

mitted via video at all," and specificallymitte 0 2
13.4943 0 0273.4 036223.4876.414bym
(and)08235.720 0 13295at

f5.



("Raycorn") and HSE pursuant to an agreement ~etween those enti

ties and the SWC. Raycom syndicates live coverage of these SWC

football games to individual broadcast stations, and HSE usually

provides tape-delayed cable carriage of these games, airing the

game several different times during the week following the game.

During the 1990 football season, 23 separate games involving SWC

football teams were televised: 12 Raycom broadcasts (and corres

ponding HSE-delayed cablecasts)i 7 ESPN cablecasts and 1 live HSE

cablecasti and 3 network broadcasts. During the 1992 football

season, 27 separate games featuring SWc football teams were

televised: 13 Raycom broadcasts (and corresponding HSE-delayed

cablecasts); 10 network broadcasts; and 4 ESPN cablecasts.

The television rights tor swc men's basketball games

are held by Raycom pursuant to an agreement between Raycom and

the swc. Certain men's basketball games involving swc teams are

broadcast nationally or regionally on network television. Games

not broadcast nationally or regionally by the networks are syndi

cated by Raycom to ESPN, HSE or individual broadcast stations.

Generally, Raycom syndicates weekend SWC basketball 9ames to

broadcast stations and weekday evening SWc basketball games to

ESPN or HSE. During the 1991-1992 season, 41 separate games

featuring SWC men's basketball teams were televised: 17 Raycom

broadcasts; 14 HSE and 5 ESPN cablecastsi and 5 network broad

casts. During the 1992-1993 season( inClUding post-season tour-
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naments which are ongoing, 41 separate games involving SWC men's

basketball teams have been televised to date: 17 Raycom broad

castsj 14 HSE and 6 ESPN cablecasts; and 4 network broadcasts.

HSE has been essential in providing television coverage

for a variety of SWC sports events for which broadcast television

networks or stations have shown little or no interest. In par

ticular, HSE has been instrumental in providing television cover

age of SWC women's basketball. For example, in the last three

years, 29 different swc women's basketball games have been tele

vised, 28 of them on HSE, includin9 the swc semi-finals and

finals each year.

HSE also provides the only television coverage of a

variety of other SWc sports events. Over the past two baseball

seasons, HSE has televised 17 games featuring SWC baseball teams

and is scheduled to televise 11 or 12 games this season. It

has also televised 10 SWC volleyball matches, the SWC tennis and

swimming championships, and the swc indoor and outdoor track and

field championships. None of these events would receive televi

sion coverage but for HSE.

In short, HSE's coverage of SWC sports events has not

resulted in the "migration" of SWC sports programming from broad

cast television to cable. Rather, HSE has expanded television

coverage of SWC football and men's basketball and has provided

extensive television coverage for the first time of a variety of

- 4 -



sports events which broadoast television ne~works and stations

have been unwilling to carry.

Respectfully sUbmitted,
March 29, 1993

SOUTHWEST CONFERENCE

By ~
Fred Jaco
commissio
1300 West Lane
suite 444
Box 569420
Dallas, Texas 75356
(214) 634-7353
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